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Spreading Cheer and Charity at Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts as  

 Yonkers Raceway Police Benevolent Association  
Donates $45,000 to Two Local Charities 

 
Representatives of Yonkers Raceway Benevolent Association Present Checks to 

 Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley and Blythedale Children’s Hospital  
 
(Yonkers, NY) – On Monday, December 23 at Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts, Yonkers Raceway Police Benevolent 
Association (YRPBA) - the union representing the security personnel at Empire City - spread cheer and charity just in time 
for the holidays as they presented two checks of $22,500 each to local Westchester County charities Make-A-Wish Hudson 
Valley and Blythedale Children’s Hospital. 
 
The presentation was attended by Michael Sandler, President, YRPBA; Emilio Filopei, Vice President, YRPBA; David 
Gordich, Union Trustee and Consultant, YRPBA; Christopher Mallari, Recording Secretary, YRPBA; Thomas J. Conklin, 
President and CEO, Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley; Abraham Almanza, Director of Marketing & Volunteer Management, 
Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley; Lisa Koch, Vice President of Development, Blythedale Children’s Hospital, as well as 
additional representatives from each organization.  
 
"On behalf of the Yonkers Raceway Police Benevolent Association (YRPBA), it is a great honor to present these donations 
to two of the most valuable causes in Westchester County,” said Michael Sandler, President of the Yonkers Raceway 
Police Benevolent Association. “There is nothing more gratifying than to see the smiles on children's faces and know that 
we played a role in making their dreams come true." 

 
Yonkers Raceway Police Benevolent Association consists of 105 uniformed peace officers who are committed to the safety 
and well-being of all visitors and staff at Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts. As part of their CSR commitment, these 
donations serve as an opportunity to help support the local community and allow YRPBA to lend another helping hand to 
the community, making a difference for thousands of children across the region. 
 
“We are deeply grateful to Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts employees, especially the Yonkers Raceway Police 
Benevolent Association (YRPBA), for this incredibly generous gift. This will be a tremendous help in granting the wishes 
for children in the Lower Hudson Valley dealing with critical illnesses,” said Thomas J. Conklin, President & CEO, Make-A-
Wish® Hudson Valley. 
 
“On behalf of Blythedale Children’s Hospital, we are grateful for the incredible generosity of the Yonkers Raceway Police 
Benevolent Association,” said Lisa Koch, Vice President of Development, Blythedale Children’s Hospital. “For over 128 
years, Blythedale has been dedicated to improving the health and quality of life of children with medical complexities. Your 
commitment helps to ensure that Blythedale will continue to deliver state-of-the-art medical care, rehabilitation therapy 
and support services to well over 2,500 children and families every year.” 
 
This presentation is just one of the many ways Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts gives back to the communities they 
serve. For more information, please visit www.empirecitycasino.com.    
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Empire City Casino  
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tduffy@empirecitycasino.com   
 
Abbey Ogden 
Nicholas & Lence Communications 
(973) 557-5396 
Abbey@nicholaslence.com  
 
 
About the Yonkers Raceway Police Benevolent Association: 
The Yonkers Raceway Police Benevolent Association is a non-profit union that consists of 105 uniformed peace officers. These dedicated 
public safety professionals are instrumental in ensuring a superior experience for the nine million visitors at Empire City Casino by MGM 
Resorts, lending a helping hand when needed. 
 
About Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts 
Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the northeast. Featuring 5,200 of 
the hottest slots, electronic three card poker, blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat and sic bo, table games, Empire City Casino also offers 
guests year-round harness racing and international simulcasting; live entertainment including the best party, tribute and Latin bands; 
New York’s hottest DJ’s, and more. A selection of dining options will satisfy even the most discerning palate with fan favorite fare at 
The Pub, and convenient delicious options at Lil’ Cocina and the International Food Court. Visit Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts 
located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, NY, Westchester County, open seven days a week from 10:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 a.m. Empire City Casino is an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of MGM Resorts International (NYSE: MGM). For more 
information, visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914.968.4200. 
 
About Make-A-Wish® Hudson Valley: 
Make-A-Wish® Hudson Valley creates life-changing wishes for children with critical illnesses. We seek to bring every eligible child's wish 
to life because a wish is an integral part of a child's treatment journey. Research shows children who have received a wish are able to 
build the physical and emotional strength needed to fight critical illnesses. Since its inception in 1986, the Hudson Valley Chapter has 
granted wishes to over 2,800 children in the community it serves. The Chapter’s territory spans eight counties of the Hudson Valley, 
including Delaware, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester.  The Chapter is a Better Business Bureau 
Wise Alliance Accredited Charity, meeting the 20 Standards for Charity Accountability. Additionally, a recent independent audit of the 
chapter reported that 73% of all funds raised go to program services. For more information about the Hudson Valley Chapter visit 
www.hudson.wish.org. 

 
About Blythedale Children's Hospital: 
Blythedale Children’s Hospital is New York State’s only independent, specialty children’s hospital. Our caring and highly specialized staff 
is dedicated to improving the health and quality of life of children with complex medical illnesses and conditions. Our Board Certified 
physicians, experienced nurses and supporting clinicians work with families to provide individualized, intensive and innovative medical 
and therapeutic care. Together with specialized school curricula and family support services, we help children achieve their 
rehabilitative goals and return to their communities. 
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