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NEW YORK GAMING ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ELECTS FIRST FEMALE CHAIR OF ORGANIZATION 
 

Empire City Vice President Will Lead Statewide Association whose members Generate Hundreds of Millions 

Annually for New York State Schools  
 

(ALBANY, NY) - The Board of Directors of the New York Gaming Association (NYGA), a trade association of racing 

and gaming venues throughout the state, has named Taryn Duffy, Vice President of Corporate Communications & Public 

Affairs at Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts, as the next Chair of NYGA, the first woman to hold the post.  

 

The New York Gaming Association advocates for and advances the interests of its members located at racing and gaming 

venues throughout the state. The association works in partnership with state government on long-term strategies to 

increase revenues for education, support the racing, breeding and gaming industries, and generate new jobs and revenue 

for the benefit of all New Yorkers.  

 

“Taryn’s innate leadership abilities, exceptional communication skills, and extensive policy experience will help our 

industry prosper and deliver even greater benefits for students and taxpayers throughout New York,” said NYGA 

President and Executive Director Michael Kane.  

 

Duffy has served in her current role with Empire City Casino for over eight years. She previously held management 

positions in both the private and public sectors. Duffy served as Chief of Staff to a New York State Senator, held a senior 

position with an Assembly Speaker, and was Vice President of a prominent government affairs firm.   

 

“I am honored to lead an association that exemplifies good corporate citizenship,” said Duffy. “From its inception, our 

industry has been an economic engine for our schools, our state, and the communities we call home. The members of 

NYGA will continue to use their expertise to support the industry through a statewide perspective.”  

      

NYGA’s members include gaming and racing facilities from Long Island to Western New York. Collectively, they had an 

economic impact of $2.9 billion in 2018 generating significant revenue for state and local governments as well as 

supporting breeders, family farmers and small businesses.  

 

NYGA members directly employ more than 5,200 workers with an annual payroll in excess of $217 million, and support 

22,000 indirect additional jobs. More than $8.3 billion has been generated for New York State education since video 

lottery terminals were first authorized by the state in 2004.  

 

In addition to her position as NYGA board chair, Duffy serves on the boards of the United Way of Westchester & 

Putnam, ArtsWestchester, The Business Council of Westchester, and Yonkers Workforce Development Board. Duffy is 

also a member of the Yonkers Mayor’s Women’s Advisory Council, Bronx Advisory Council for VISIONS Services for 

the Blind, and the Yonkers Career & Technical Education Advisory Council. Duffy is committed to promoting 

volunteerism and mentoring, earning numerous awards including 914 Inc. Magazine’s 2018 Women in Business honoree, 

City & State’s Above and Beyond Award, and the Irish Voice’s Women of Influence award.   

 
NYGA’s member facilities are: Batavia Downs Gaming, Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts, Finger Lakes Gaming & Racetrack, 

Hamburg Gaming at Buffalo Raceway, Jake’s 58 Hotel & Casino, Monticello Casino & Raceway, Resorts World Casino New York 

City, Rivers Casino & Resort Schenectady, and Saratoga Casino Hotel. For more information visit www.newyorkgaming.org.  
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