
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Thursday, July 18, 2019 
Assets: http://bit.ly/ALSIBC2019  
 

City of Yonkers, Yonkers Native Pat Quinn and Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts 
to Host 2019 ALS Ice Bucket Challenge on Saturday, August 3 

  

General Public Invited to Support Pat Quinn in His Quest to Find a Cure for ALS in 
Largest Simultaneous Ice Bucket Challenge; All Ages Welcome 

 

(Yonkers, NY) – Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano, Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts President & COO Uri Clinton and Yonkers 
Native Pat Quinn announced today the 2019 ALS Ice Bucket Challenge will take place on Saturday, August 3 trackside at 
Empire City Casino. The annual event, co-founded by Quinn after his diagnosis of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) in 2013, 
became a global phenomenon in 2014 as thousands of people from around the world participated in the challenge on social 
media. Since 2015, Empire City Casino has hosted the annual challenge in support of Quinn and to continue to generate 
awareness for ALS research. The festivities begin at 1:00 p.m. with food concessions available for purchase, music, and much 
more. Ice Bucket Challenge participants can pre-register in-advance online at YonkersNY.gov or empirecitycasino.com.  
 
ALS, often referred to as "Lou Gehrig's Disease," is a progressive neurodegenerative disease that affects nerve cells in the 
brain and spinal cord. With no known cure, Quinn began the Ice Bucket Challenge to put ALS on ice by raising awareness as 
well as donations for research. The challenge has remained a catalyst of the efforts to find a cure for ALS, with Quinn helping 
inspire billions of dollars in donations for ALS research, which has helped produce significant discoveries and breakthroughs.  
 
“Empire City Casino is proud to continue supporting Yonkers-native Pat Quinn in his courageous fight and to be part of the 
worldwide phenomenon he helped create as co-founder of the Ice Bucket Challenge,” said Uri Clinton, Empire City Casino 
President & Chief Operating Officer. “We are incredibly humbled to be part of a community that always shows up to support 
each other. We can all do our part to raise awareness of the need for more funds for ALS research. We’ll see you trackside 
August 3rd.” 
 
Each year, Empire City Casino donates the space, set-up and staffing, as well as over 1,300 pounds of ice.  
 
“Pat Quinn’s fight and determination to combat this horrible disease has been so inspirational and we are proud to join him 
in that effort,” said Mayor Spano. “Pat and his organization, Quinn For The Win, have courageously and selflessly turned his 
battle with ALS into one of the most successful social media fundraising movements this world has ever seen. We encourage 
any and all to join us on August 3rd for a great day of family fun at Empire City Casino.” 
 
Pat Quinn commented, "I'm so grateful for the continued support from Mayor Mike Spano, Empire City Casino by MGM 
Resorts, and the entire City of Yonkers. I'm extremely proud to know Quinn For The Win and Yonkers continue to fight ALS 
together. We live by the mantra Every August Until A Cure. This is the fifth time the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge has been held at 
the casino. Let's make it the biggest and best yet to show everyone the fight against ALS is stronger than ever! Please join me 
August 3rd at Empire City Casino to kick off the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge in Yonkers.” 
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A recent report from RTI, an independent research firm, showed that donations from when the Ice Bucket Challenge first 
began in 2014 helped the ALS Association increase its annual funding for research worldwide by 187 percent. A recent Oregon 
State University study showed a copper compound can help slow the progression of ALS after recent testing in mice. Just a 
few short years ago, researchers discovered a new gene associated with ALS that may hold the key to one day finding a cure. 
Additionally, new technology is allowing individuals affected by ALS, like Pat, to regain their voice.  
 
ALS usually strikes people between the ages of 40 and 70. Approximately 20,000 Americans currently suffer from the disease.  
 
Proceeds from the event will be donated to Quinn for the Win which benefits Pat Quinn’s care as well as not-for-profit ALS 
research organizations. For more information, go to YonkersNY.gov, Quinn4theWin and Facebook.com/QuinnForTheWin.  
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Media Contacts: 
Akeem Jamal  
Deputy Communications Director, City of Yonkers, Office of Mayor Mike Spano 
(914) 377-6057  
akeem.jamal@yonkersny.gov 
 
Lindsay Salandra 
Public Relations Manager, Empire City Casino  
(914) 457-2441 
LSalandra@empirecitycasino.com 
 
Josh Knoller 
Nicholas & Lence Communications, Empire City Casino 
(212) 938-0836 
Josh@nicholaslence.com  
 
 
About Empire City Casino by MGM Resorts 
Empire City Casino is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the northeast. Featuring 5,300 of the hottest slots, electronic three card 
poker, blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat and sic bo, Empire City Casino also offers guests year-round harness racing and international simulcasting; live 
entertainment including the best party, tribute and Latin bands; comedy, New York’s hottest DJ’s, and more. A plethora of dining options will satisfy even 
the most discerning palate with Italian cuisine at Nonno’s Trattoria; fan favorite fare at The Pub; Alley 810, a craft cocktail lounge with retro bowling 
lanes; and convenient delicious options at Lil’ Cocina and the International Food Court. Visit Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway located at 810 Yonkers 
Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, NY, Westchester County, open seven days a week from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. Empire City Casino is an 
indirect wholly owned subsidiary of MGM Resorts International (NYSE: MGM). For more information, visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914.968.4200 

https://www.rti.org/announcements/new-report-quantifies-acceleration-als
https://lpi.oregonstate.edu/feature-story/new-therapy-halts-progression-lou-gehrig%E2%80%99s-disease-mice
https://lpi.oregonstate.edu/feature-story/new-therapy-halts-progression-lou-gehrig%E2%80%99s-disease-mice
http://www.yonkersny.gov/
http://q4tw.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Quinn-for-the-Win-227426390768170/
http://bit.ly/ALSIBC2019
mailto:akeem.jamal@yonkersny.gov
mailto:LSalandra@empirecitycasino.com
mailto:Josh@nicholaslence.com
http://www.empirecitycasino.com/

