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Timothy J. Rooney, Owner of New York’s Empire City Casino & Son of NFL 
Steelers Founder, Recognized as One of Westchester’s Most Influential People 

 

Owner & Operator of Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway 
Named One of City & State’s Westchester Power 50 

 

(Yonkers, NY) - Empire City Casino President & CEO Timothy J. Rooney, who has owned and operated Yonkers Raceway 
since 1972, has been selected among the most influential people of the Hudson Valley in City & State Magazine’s 
Westchester Power 50. 
  
The Westchester Power 50 list honors the fifty most influential people in business, government relations, culture, and 
social services. All were saluted Monday, September 17 at an invite-only reception at the Radisson Hotel New Rochelle. 
Additional Power 50 honorees can be found here. 
  
“Good business always starts with community,” said Rooney. “It’s a privilege and honor to be recognized among so many 
leaders in their field who always ensure that Westchester and its residents remain a priority.” 
 
In 2006, Yonkers Raceway underwent a $250-Million renovation to refurbish and revitalize the property, making way for 
Empire City Casino. After the completion of an additional $50-Million expansion in 2013, the casino now offers more 
than 5,300 video slot machines and electronic table games and is the largest private employer in the City of Yonkers with 
nearly 1,200 employees.  
 
A passionate philanthropist, Rooney is known for his quiet philanthropic involvement supporting hundreds of charitable 
organizations throughout Yonkers, New York and beyond, with contributions of more than $1-Million annually made in 
the form of sponsorships and donations supporting non-profits in the areas of education, hunger, the arts, medical 
research and more. He regularly makes Empire City Casino available for charitable functions and fundraising activities 
and provides continuous support of community programs and organizations year after year. 
 
As a life-long horse breeding and racing enthusiast, Mr. Rooney has bred standardbred and thoroughbred horses for 
over 40 years and continues to breed and train them today. He and his wife June have been married for more than 50 
years and have five children, Kathleen Mara, Margaret Galterio, Timothy Rooney, Jr., Bridget Koch, and Cara Moore, 24 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.   
 

### 
 
About Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway: 
Empire City Casino is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the northeast. Featuring 5,300 of the hottest slots, electronic 
three card poker, blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat and sic bo, Empire City Casino also offers guests year-round harness racing and International 
simulcasting, live entertainment including the best party, tribute and Latin bands, comedy, New York’s hottest DJ’s, and more. A plethora of dining 
options will satisfy even the most discerning palate with Italian cuisine at Nonno’s Trattoria; Dan Rooney’s, a high-energy sports bar; Alley 810, a 
craft cocktail lounge with retro bowling lanes; and convenient delicious options at the International Food Court or Lil’ Cocina. Visit Empire City 
Casino at Yonkers Raceway located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, NY, Westchester County, open seven days a week 
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. Visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914.968.4200 for information. 
 
About Timothy J. Rooney 
Timothy J. Rooney has served as President and Chief Executive Officer of Yonkers Racing Corporation since 1972 when the Rooney family purchased 
Yonkers Raceway, the historic Westchester County harness racing track originally founded in 1899. In 1981, when attendance at the track was in 
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decline, Rooney founded the Greater Westchester County Fair and Exposition in an effort to sustain the track and horse racing industry. The event 
was the first comprehensive county fair in the New York metropolitan area and quickly burgeoned into one of the largest county fairs in the East.   
 
In addition to serving as President of Yonkers Racing Corporation, Rooney is also President of Delta Electric, a Westchester-based electrical 
contracting corporation, President of Brian Boru of Westchester, Inc., a food and beverage company, and an owner of the Palm Beach Kennel Club. 
He is a former director of the United States Trotting Association and held the position of director at both the Ireland Fund and the Hospice of Palm 
Beach. As the third son of Pittsburgh Steelers founding father Arthur J. Rooney, Sr., he is a former director of the Pittsburgh Steelers and was part-
owner of the team for many decades.   
 
As a life-long horse breeding and racing enthusiast, Rooney has bred standardbred and thoroughbred horses for over 40 years and continues to 
breed and train them today. He co-owns a stud farm in Co. Kildare, Ireland and serves as business manager of the family-owned Shamrock Farm, 
one of the oldest breeding farms in Maryland. Rooney has bred champion horses for years and recently had an entry in the 2017 Dubai World Cup. 
In recognition of his leadership and contributions to the sport of harness racing, Rooney was inducted into the Harness Racing Hall of Fame in 2008. 
 
A passionate philanthropist, Rooney is known for his continuous support of community programs and organizations and regularly makes Empire City 
Casino available for charitable functions and fundraising activities. In recognition of his extensive philanthropic contributions, Rooney has been the 
fortunate recipient of several awards and honors, including the privilege of being honored by His Excellency Cardinal Dolan at the CYO Club of 
Champions Tribute at the Waldorf-Astoria, ringing the opening bell at the American Stock Exchange, and walking up Fifth Avenue as the Grand 
Marshall of the New York City Saint Patrick’s Day Parade.  
 
For his accomplishments, Rooney has been recognized by the United Irish Counties Association of New York, United States Harness Writers, Police 
Emerald Society of Westchester as Irishman of the Year, National University of Ireland, and the Police Athletic League of Yonkers as Man of the Year.  
He was inducted into the Westchester Sports Hall of Fame, presented with the Terence Cardinal Cooke Award at the New York City Catholic Youth 
Organization Annual Club of Champions Dinner, received the Founders Award for his dedication and commitment to the concern of Ireland and the 
American Irish by the American Irish Association of Westchester, and the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Knights of Saint Patrick. Locally he 
has been recognized many times for his business leadership, including several family business and leadership awards, as well as an award for 
Excellence in Workforce Diversity, Corporate Giving & Community Engagement from City & State Magazine.   
 
Rooney was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1937. He is a graduate of Duquesne University, where he majored in finance. For more than a 
decade he served as a partner at the Pittsburgh investment banking house of Chaplin, McGuiness & Co., a member of the New York Stock Exchange 
and the American Stock Exchange. Rooney and his wife June have been married for more than 50 years and have five children, Kathleen Mara, 
Margaret Galterio, Timothy Rooney, Jr., Bridget Koch, and Cara Moore, 24 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.   
 


