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Runs in the Family: Local High School Student Receives $1,000 Timothy J. Rooney 
Distinguished Graduate Award, Joining Older Brother Who Received the Award Last Year  

 

(Yonkers, NY) -- Kevin Rafferty, Yonkers resident and recent graduate of Archbishop Stepinac High School, was selected 
as the 2018 recipient of the Timothy J. Rooney Distinguished Graduate Award. He was presented with the $1,000 
scholarship on Thursday, June 14 at the Lincoln Park Taxpayers Association (LPTA) meeting by Clare Terhune, 
granddaughter of Empire City Casino President & CEO Timothy J. Rooney. Each year, LPTA chooses a deserving student 
to receive the scholarship from applications submitted to and reviewed by their scholarship committee. The scholarship 
has become a legacy for the Rafferty family as Shane Rafferty, Kevin’s older brother, was last year’s scholarship 
recipient.  
 

The Timothy J. Rooney Distinguished Graduate Award, named on behalf of Timothy J. Rooney, derives from a fund 
created by the Lincoln Park Taxpayers Association utilizing contributions made nearly 30 years ago by Rooney. When 
Rooney learned that the funds had been depleted in 2011, he made a second contribution to ensure that the scholarship 
will continue to assist local college-bound students and their families.    
 

In the fall, Rafferty will attend Manhattanville College. Rafferty’s tireless work ethic and his parents’ humble beginnings 
helped mold him into the hardworking young man he has become. The son of immigrants and one of three brothers, Mr. 
Rafferty learned the value of teamwork through the numerous local sports he played including varsity soccer, lacrosse, 
football, golf and baseball. And while Rafferty has been saving for college his entire life, he continues to work hard to 
save for his future, having recently spent time working 40 hours a week in New York City as a doorman and attendant on 
the Upper East Side.  
 

“Education is an essential branch of the mission of Empire City Casino, and we’re honored to present this award to 
another deserving member of the Rafferty family,” said Timothy J. Rooney, president & CEO of Empire City Casino.  
“The funding we've provided to Lincoln Park Taxpayers Association has allowed nearly 30 years of scholarships for 
distinguished community students to pursue their dream of a college degree, and we wish Kevin good luck on his future 
endeavors.” 
 

President of the Lincoln Park Taxpayers Association, Liam McLaughlin added, “Kevin was chosen because of his 
academic excellence at Stepinac, his strong work ethic, and his contributions to the Lincoln Park community. We are 
very proud to award the scholarship to Kevin and are thankful to Empire City and the Rooney family in particular for 
their sponsorship of this scholarship and for being such an integral part of our community.”   
 

### 
 
About Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway: 
Empire City Casino is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the northeast. Featuring 5,300 of the hottest slots, electronic three card poker, 
blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat and sic bo, Empire City Casino also offers guests year-round harness racing and International simulcasting, live entertainment 
including the best party, tribute and Latin bands, comedy, New York’s hottest DJ’s, and more. A plethora of dining options will satisfy even the most discerning palate 
with Italian cuisine at Nonno’s Trattoria; Dan Rooney’s, a high-energy sports bar; Alley 810, a craft cocktail lounge with retro bowling lanes; and convenient delicious 
options at the International Food Court or Lil’ Cocina. Visit Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, 
NY, Westchester County, open seven days a week from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. Visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914.968.4200 for information. 

 
About Lincoln Taxpayers Association: 
Lincoln Park Taxpayers Association is a legal 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization created in 1952 that represents the interests of residents and taxpayers in the section 
of Yonkers bound by Yonkers Avenue, Van Cortlandt Park, the New York State Thruway (Interstate 87) and the Saw Mill River Parkway. 
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