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Director of Public Affairs at Empire City Casino Appointed to 
Yonkers Mayor Spano’s Women’s Advisory Board 

 

Taryn Duffy joins other local female leaders in working to promote gender equality in Yonkers and beyond. 
 

(Yonkers, NY) -- Empire City Casino, the premier entertainment destination in the northeast, 
announced today that Empire City Casino’s Director of Public Affairs, Taryn Duffy, has been 
appointed to Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano’s recently created Women’s Advisory Board.    
 
Duffy’s activism and passion for mentoring young women and inspiring them to pursue a variety 
of careers blends perfectly with the responsibilities of the advisory board, which includes 
promoting gender equity and encouraging policies that support those goals, growing 
opportunities for women to pursue careers in Yonkers, and working with the city of Yonkers on 
legislative policies promoting inclusion and eliminating discrimination. 
 
As Director of Public Affairs for Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway, Duffy oversees 

community affairs and public relations. While off the clock, Duffy also lends her time participating in various forums on 
women’s issues and conducting campaign readiness training for women interested in running for political office.  
 
“Gaining experience and opportunities for career advancement should be encouraged, regardless of gender, and I’m 
honored to be given another platform to lend my voice to the conversation of gender equality,” said Duffy. “I thank 
Mayor Spano for establishing this important council, and I’m looking forward to empowering our female workforce here 
in Yonkers and across the region.”  
 
“It gives me great pleasure to appoint Taryn Duffy to join the other outstanding members of the Women’s Advisory 
Board,” adds Mayor Mike Spano. “Taryn is a trailblazer and prominent voice in our Yonkers community -- her diverse 
professional expertise and passion for civic responsibility are great assets as we work together to empower the women 
of our city.” 
 
Active in numerous civic and professional organizations, Duffy serves on a variety of boards including the United Way of 
Westchester & Putnam Counties, Business Council of Westchester, ArtsWestchester, Yonkers Workforce Development 
Board, Bronx Advisory Council for Visions Services for the Blind, Vive School/Pathways to Success Adult Education Career 
& Technical Education Advisory Council and the Bronxville Terrace Owners Corporation.  
 
Duffy joins other local leading females on the advisory board including Phyllis Fowlkes (Founder of Public Space Art), 
Olivia Powell (Lecturer for the Dept. of Art History and Archeology at Columbia University and a Park Hill Residents 
Association Board Member), Elena Goldberg-Velazquez (attorney for the Appellate Division Court for the First Dept., 
member of the Puerto Rican Bar Association and President of the TucLock Neighborhood Association), Josephine Ilarraza 
(social worker for the NYC DOE and Trustee for the Yonkers Library Board), Margaret Fountain Coleman (Yonkers Public 
School special education teacher and member of the Yonkers Branch of the NAACP and Yonkers Federation of Teachers),  
Alessandra Restiano (Committee Coordinator for the Westchester County Board of Legislators Committee on Budget and 
Appropriation) and Mackenzie Forsberg (Partner and COO of Genesis Realty Group).  
 
For more information on the Women’s Advisory Board, please visit yonkersny.gov. 
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### 
 
About Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway: 
Empire City Casino is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the northeast. Featuring 5,300 of the hottest slots, electronic 
three card poker, blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat and sic bo, Empire City Casino also offers guests year-round harness racing and International 
simulcasting, live entertainment including the best party, tribute and Latin bands, comedy, New York’s hottest DJ’s, and more. A plethora of dining 
options will satisfy even the most discerning palate with Italian cuisine at Nonno’s Trattoria; Dan Rooney’s, a high-energy sports bar; Alley 810, a 
craft cocktail lounge with retro bowling lanes; and convenient delicious options at the International Food Court or Lil’ Cocina. Visit Empire City 
Casino at Yonkers Raceway located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, NY, Westchester County, open seven days a week 
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. Visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914.968.4200 for information. 


