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All Paws on Deck at Empire City Casino for National Adopt a Pet Day 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                 

Casino employees, joined by local shelter dogs, made more than 100 pull toys; 
 Empire City Casino presented surprise donation to Paws Crossed Animal Rescue  

 

(Yonkers, NY) – On Monday, April 30th, Empire City Casino partnered with Volunteer New York and Paws Crossed 

Animal Rescue, based in Westchester, to host an employee volunteer event in support of National Adopt a Pet Day. 

Accompanied by furry friends, shelter puppies Hocus and Alakazam, more than 50 employees joined together to make 

over 100 pull toys. Hocus and Alakazam are 10-weeks-old Labrador Retriever mixes and part of the shelter’s ‘Magic 

Dogs’: Hocus, Pocus, Abra, Cadabra, Alakazam, Presto, Shazam and mom, Houdini.  

 
Project Rescue Dog Pull Toy took place on-property at Empire City Casino. Employees turned clean, recycled t-shirts into 
pull toys to be used for play, training, and social interaction, giving rescue dogs a better chance of finding a forever 
home. 
 
In addition to the successful employee volunteer event, Paws Crossed volunteer & Empire City Casino employee, Eileen 
Rooney, surprised Paws Crossed with a $1,000 donation, on behalf of the casino’s President and CEO, Timothy J.  
Rooney. The donation will go directly to the animal rescue organization to be used for additional rescue resources.   
 
“Volunteer New York! is proud to support Empire City Casino and their employees in helping to connect them closer to 
their community in meaningful ways where they can give back,” said Volunteer New York! Executive Director, Alisa H. 
Kesten. “As strong community partners that care, we’ll bet on them every single time.” 
 
“We are so thankful to our friends at Empire City Casino for including us in this wonderful event," said Jennifer 
Angelucci, president and CEO of Paws Crossed. “We look forward to partnering again on future outings with this 
wonderful group of people to share our mission to ‘Rescue One By One Until There Are None!’” 
 
Empire City Casino and its employees are committed to giving back to the community through various events, 
sponsorships and fundraisers throughout the year including hosting the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge every August, the JDRF 
Walk each October, and the Coat & Toy Drive in November.  For more information on Empire City Casino, please visit 
www.empirecitycasino.com. 
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### 
 
About Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway: 
Empire City Casino is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the northeast. Featuring 5,300 of the hottest slots, electronic 
three card poker, blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat and sic bo, Empire City Casino also offers guests year-round harness racing and International 
simulcasting, live entertainment including the best party, tribute and Latin bands, comedy, New York’s hottest DJ’s, and more. A plethora of dining 
options will satisfy even the most discerning palate with Italian cuisine at Nonno’s Trattoria; Dan Rooney’s, a high-energy sports bar; Alley 810, a 
craft cocktail lounge with retro bowling lanes; and convenient delicious options at the International Food Court or Lil’ Cocina. Visit Empire City 
Casino at Yonkers Raceway located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, NY, Westchester County, open seven days a week 
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. Visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914.968.4200 for information. 


