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On Derby Day for Z100’s Greg T, It’s All About the Hats  
 

Cast member of the iconic Elvis Duran and the Z100 Morning Show to Host and Judge 
Empire City Casino’s Annual Kentucky Derby Viewing Party & Hat Contest  

 

(Yonkers, NY) – For horse racing fans, two things matter on Derby Day – their pick to win and, more importantly, their 
choice of hat. Empire City Casino, the premier entertainment destination in the northeast, announced today that Greg 
T. of Elvis Duran and the Z100 Morning Show, will be the host and celebrity judge for the casino’s fourth annual 
Kentucky Derby Hat Contest on Saturday, May 5th. The Derby festivities begin at 3:00 p.m. trackside adjacent to Yonkers 
Raceway.  
 
Previous celebrity hosts and judges include Supermodel Hannah Davis Jeter, Real Housewives of New York City star 
Bethenny Frankel and Real Housewives of Atlanta star Kim Zolciak. 
 
The legendary cast member of Z100’s Elvis Duran and the Morning Show will lend his radio voice and wear his judging 
hat where he, along with Fashion Judge Simone Piliero from Simply by Simone, will pick their win, show, and place for 
best hat with a third place prize of $100, a runner-up prize of $250 and a first place prize of $500.   
 
In addition, for one lucky individual, the T in Greg T. will stand for top-hat with a special celebrity pick by the morning 
radio host for his favorite derby attire, which comes with a $750 prize. Z100’s street team will also be on-site giving away 
free swag.  
 
“Ever since I went on my first pony ride, I have always been interested in the Kentucky Derby,” said Greg T. “I am 
intrigued and super excited for the Derby Hat contest and can’t wait.” 
 
“The atmosphere at Empire City Casino on Derby Day has the look and feel of the Kentucky Derby itself, between the 
build-up to the big race and the creativity our visitors show in coming up with the most out-of-this-world, outside-the-
box hats,” said Taryn Duffy, director of public affairs for Empire City Casino. “We encourage everyone to put on their 
‘thinking cap’ and join in the Derby Day fun.”    
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While waiting to showcase their wild and wacky hats, viewing party attendees can enjoy the Southern thirst and charm 
of a traditional Mint Julep to get into the Derby Day spirit, as well as dine on a variety of food selections trackside. 
Guests can also experience classic raceway dining in the Empire Terrace, open from 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. race day, 
where the Derby can be viewed on a private screen at the party’s table. Reservations for the Empire Terrace are now 
being accepted for parties of six or more by calling 914-968-4200 ext. 649. 
 
After experiencing Kentucky-in-New York, guests can try their luck on the casino’s IGT Wheel of Fortune Triple 
Stars® slot machine jackpot, now over $1.1-million. Just this past March, Theresa P. of Westchester, NY won a life-
changing jackpot of $2.9-million, the highest-ever jackpot at any of New York State’s regulated casinos.  
 
Empire City is Manhattan’s closest casino, just a short drive from the George Washington Bridge and easily accessible 
via Metro North, Bus, Shuttle Bus and more (exact point-to-point directions provided here). For more information on 
Empire City Casino, the Kentucky Derby Viewing Party & Hat Contest, and other upcoming events, please visit 
www.empirecitycasino.com. 
 

### 
 
About Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway: 
Empire City Casino is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the northeast. Featuring 5,300 of the hottest slots, electronic three card poker, 
blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat and sic bo, Empire City Casino also offers guests year-round harness racing and International simulcasting, live entertainment 
including the best party, tribute and Latin bands, comedy, New York’s hottest DJ’s, and more. A plethora of dining options will satisfy even the most discerning palate 
with Italian cuisine at Nonno’s Trattoria; Dan Rooney’s, a high-energy sports bar; Alley 810, a craft cocktail lounge with retro bowling lanes; and convenient delicious 
options at the International Food Court or Lil’ Cocina. Visit Empire City Casino at Yonkers Raceway located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, 
NY, Westchester County, open seven days a week from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. Visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914.968.4200 for information. 
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