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Empire City Casino Gives Back to the Bronx  
 

Local “Celebrities” Mix It Up with Bartending Fundraiser for  
VISIONS/Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired 

 

(Bronx, NY) - On Thursday, August 3, the VISIONS Bronx Advisory Board will host Mix It Up, a local “celebrity” 
bartending event at Tosca Rooftop in the Bronx.  Now in its fifth year, this event has become a Bronx tradition.  Local 
“celebrities” hosting this event as bartenders are community heroes that donate their time and resources in support of 
VISIONS’ free programs for individuals who are blind or visually impaired and the families who care for them.  
 
With close to 500 of its employees residing in the Bronx, Empire City Casino is thrilled to be able to give back to its 
community in support of this cause.  As a member of the VISIONS Bronx Advisory Board, Empire City Casino’s Director 
of Public Affairs Taryn Duffy will participate as one of the bartenders for the evening in an effort to raise money for the 
organization.  
 
“Giving back to local and surrounding communities has always been a part of the Empire City Casino ‘VISION’,” said 
Duffy.  “The funds raised through this effort will ensure the free programs VISIONS provides to the residents of the 
Bronx will continue.” 
 
Empire City Casino is proud to support VISIONS along with other local causes and organizations throughout the year 
including the annual JDRF Walk for Diabetes that has raised over $2-million since Empire City Casino started hosting the 
annual event five years ago; the Timothy J. Rooney Distinguished Graduate Award which assists local college-bound 
students; as well as the sponsorship of the 2017 Long Beach International Film Festival’s first-ever Casino Night 
fundraiser, with proceeds benefitting Northwell Health’s Cohen Children’s Medical Center.  In 2016 alone, Empire City 
Casino made more than $1-million in donations and sponsorships to charitable organizations. 
 
Participating bartenders will engage in friendly competition to collect tips from event attendees.  All tips will go to 
VISIONS.  Other local “celebrity” bartenders who will participate in the event include Ed Birdie, NY Power Authority; 
John Cerini, Bronx Tax Man Corporation and Bronx Advisory Board Member; Joseph A. McManus, Liberty Democratic 
Association; Jim Quent, Statewide Public Affairs; and Olga Tirado, The Bronx Tourism Council.    
 
Tickets are $30 if purchased prior to the event and $40 when purchased at the door.  $15 per every ticket goes to 
funding VISIONS’ free programs.  For more information about VISIONS or to purchase your tickets for the celebrity 
bartending event, visit www.visionsvcb.org or call 888-245-8333 x120. 
 

### 
 
ABOUT EMPIRE CITY CASINO 
Empire City Casino is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the northeast. Featuring 5,300 of the hottest slots, electronic 
three card poker, blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat and sic bo, Empire City Casino also offers guests  year-round harness racing and International 
simulcasting, live entertainment including the best party, tribute and Latin bands, comedy, New York’s hottest DJ’s, and more. A plethora of dining 
options will satisfy even the most discerning palate with Italian cuisine at Nonno’s Trattoria; Dan Rooney’s, a high-energy sports bar; Alley 810, a 
craft cocktail lounge with retro bowling lanes; and  convenient delicious options at the International Food Court or Lil’ Cocina. Visit Empire City 
Casino at Yonkers Raceway located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, NY, Westchester County, open seven days a week 
from 10:00am to 6:00am. Visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914-968-4200 for information. 
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