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Long Beach International Film Festival Introduces First-Ever Casino Night Fundraiser on Thursday, August 3 
Benefiting Cohen Children’s Medical Center, Presented by Empire City Casino  

 

Try your luck to win luxury prizes and put your money on a Movado watch! 
 

Long Beach, NY (July 25, 2017) — Casino Night is coming to Long Beach International Film Festival!  Empire City Casino of Yonkers, 

New York is partnering with the festival this year to sponsor their first-ever Casino Night fundraiser, benefiting the Cohen Children’s 

Medical Center.  Enjoy an evening of live music and cocktails while using your funny money to “win big” on the table games, turning 

those poker chips into prize-winning raffle tickets.  Luxury items up for grabs include a Forevermark Diamond necklace from SVS Fine 

Jewelry, a Movado watch, and gift certificates to renowned local restaurants.  The odds that it will be a good time are in your favor! 

There will be experienced dealers, craft cocktails, and exciting table games, including blackjack, roulette, and craps, to transport 

guests from the shores of Long Beach to an atmosphere that could rival Ocean’s 11.  Tickets for the event are $50, which includes an 

open bar and $100 in poker chips (no cash value).  Doors open at 7:00 p.m. at the Allegria Hotel’s ballroom located at 80 West 

Broadway in Long Beach, New York.    

Hopefully luck will be a lady that night!  The event will be emceed by actor Steve Schirripa.  The Brooklyn native’s claim-to-fame is 

portraying Bobby ‘Bacala’ Baccalieri on The Sopranos, and also appearing in the films Jersey Boys, Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, and 

Must Love Dogs.  One could argue he is returning to his roots as his first role in a film was an extra in Casino.   

Live entertainment will be provided by musical artists Pamela Lewis and Richie Weinstein, known for their cabaret style sounds, 

creating the perfect soundtrack for the evening.   

Lewis, known as “Champagne Pam,” recently received a “Cabaret Award” as "Best Female Vocalist," and considers the music of Billy 

Joel to be the soundtrack of her life.  Weinstein will fill the Allegria Hotel’s ballroom with smooth crooning reminiscent of Frank 

Sinatra.  In 2006, Weinstein performed at NYC’s Kraine Theater in a show that encompassed Sinatra's life in music.  At this year’s 

Casino Night, as Sinatra would say, the best is yet to come.   

“Casino Night at LBIFF is a new and exciting component of the festival that we’ve been working on for a while, and I’m thrilled we’re 
able to introduce it this year,” said Craig Weintraub, founder of the Long Beach International Film Festival.  “It is a fun way to give 
back to the resilient community while enjoying a casino vibe on the shores of Long Beach.” 
 
Proceeds from the event will go towards the Cohen Children’s Medical Center, which is dedicated exclusively to the care of children 
and recognized as one of the nation’s preeminent children’s hospitals.  Tickets can be purchased at longbeachfilm.com. 

### 
 

About Empire City Casino 
Empire City Casino is one of the largest entertainment and gaming destinations in the northeast. Featuring 5,300 of the hottest slots, electronic three 
card poker, blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat and sic bo, Empire City Casino also offers guests  year-round harness racing and International 
simulcasting, live entertainment including the best party, tribute and Latin bands, comedy, New York’s hottest DJ’s, and more. A plethora of dining 
options will satisfy even the most discerning palate with Italian cuisine at Nonno’s Trattoria; Dan Rooney’s, a high-energy sports bar; Alley 810, a craft 
cocktail lounge with retro bowling lanes; and  convenient delicious options at the International Food Court or Lil’ Cocina. Visit Empire City Casino at 
Yonkers Raceway located at 810 Yonkers Avenue (off I-87 at Central Avenue) Yonkers, NY, Westchester County, open seven days a week from 10:00am 
to 6:00am. Visit www.empirecitycasino.com or call 914.968.4200 for information. 
 
About Long Beach International Film Festival 
Ever since its inception in 2012, the Long Beach International Film Festival has set up an entertainment hub on the shore of Long Beach, reimagining a 
summer night filled with entertainment.  In Manhattan’s backyard, LBIFF hosts many film fanatics and culture junkies from around the world to 
experience film and much more on the oceanfront.  The four days consists of foodie events, film screenings and panels, a casino night, and a unique 
opportunity to watch films under the stars. 
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